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From the Rector’s desk ~
“Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.”
Where charity and love are, there God is.
As we embark upon the season of Epiphany, I have been reflecting upon how
God in Christ is manifested in our daily lives. “Epiphany” means
manifestation or revelation. Specifically in the Church, it refers to the
manifestation of Christ to the Magi, those Gentile astrologers who visit the
newborn king, bringing with them the precious gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. As Gentiles, the Magi symbolize the entire world to which Christ
is made manifest. Thus, throughout the liturgical season of Epiphany, our
scripture readings focus on the revelation of Jesus as God incarnate.
The manifestation of God in Christ didn’t end with the Magi, though, nor
even with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. The revelation of God in Christ
continues to this very day.
Where do you see God in Christ in your daily life?
Many of us experience the divine in nature’s majesty and beauty. Many
experience it in great music and art. Jesus himself tells us in Matthew 25 that
he is present in the hungry and thirsty, the sick and the stranger, the naked and
the prisoner. In other words, God in Christ is manifested in the least and lost
among us.
But we also experience God in Christ in the love people have for the least and
lost among us. When we help and care for others, we ourselves are revealing
the divine, for we are manifesting the same self-giving love, the agape, that
Christ himself manifested throughout his ministry and ultimately in his death
on the cross.
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. “Where charity and love are, there God is”
is the refrain of an ancient hymn that has been part of Western Christianity
since the early centuries. The hymn is commonly sung during the washing of
feet in the Maundy Thursday liturgy, including at St. Thomas. Here is the first
verse:
Where charity and love are, there God is.
The love of Christ has gathered us into one flock.
Let us exult, and in Him be joyful.
Let us fear and let us love the living God.
1
And from a sincere heart let us love each other.
Where charity and love are, there God is.
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1

Through the giving and receiving of charity and
love, may you experience the manifestation of God
in Christ each day throughout this Epiphany season.
Peace and many blessings,

Parish Annual Meeting

Endowment Fund News
It Took 11 Years…
But we did it! Thanks to the
generosity of St. Thomas
congregations your St.
Thomas Endowment Fund
has grown from $0 to
$260,000 since its inception in 2010.
Because your Fund exceeded $250,000 we were
able, on last December 5, to award our first ever
grant, which will fund the Young Musicians
Program at St. Thomas.
According to Rev. Gaillard, this program will bring
to St. Thomas “excellent singers and instrumental
musicians from Eugene/Springfield area
universities, colleges and high schools.”

The 2021 Annual Meeting of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, Eugene, will take place on Sunday, January
30, 2022. The meeting will be held in-person in the
Parish Hall immediately following the 10:00
service. We are working on a hybrid option so that
people can attend on Zoom if they wish. Stay tuned
for more information!
We are grateful to those parishioners who have put
their names forward as nominees for Vestry this
coming year:
Diana Garcia (3-year term)
Cindy Jensen (3-year term)
Linda Whitehead (3-year term)
Len Calvert (1-year term, completing Sally
Ward’s term)
Anne VanDerveer (1-year term)

Sunday, January 23 will mark the first performance
funded by this grant. Please join me in welcoming
UO junior Payton Swartout, who’s studying to
become a choir director and music educator. Payton
is also a member of the internationally renowned
Oregon Chamber Choir and acapella group Mind
the Gap.
“This program is a significant step forward for the
St. Thomas music program,” noted Rev. Gaillard.
“I’m looking forward to working with music
director Keri Davis and assisting organist Chris
King to use the Young Musicians Program to bring
the joy of beautiful, inspiring music to our church
and community,” she concluded.
Duncan Murray, Chairman

We are equally grateful to those parishioners willing
to serve as delegates to Diocesan Convention:
Mary Adams
Erika Hente
More information about the nominees and the
Annual Meeting will be forthcoming, so stay tuned
to your email!

Duncan Murray announcing the first Endowment grant and
acknowledging the dedication of Endowment Committee
members: Sue Colvin, Beverly Jackson, Diane Landon,
Lee Gaillard, Barbara Hemphill, John Spruance ( in back) 2
and Rev. Ann Gaillard (not pictured)

Clergy Sabbatical Fund
Dear Parishioners,

Thank you, Duncan Murray!
On December 14, 2021, the St. Thomas Vestry
formally adopted a Resolution commending Duncan
Murray for his incredible leadership this year as
Chair of the St. Thomas Stewardship Committee.

The Bishop is Coming!
Yes, on Sunday, February 6
Bishop Diana Akiyama will
make her first visitation to St.
Thomas. She will preside and
preach at the ten o’clock
service, attend coffee hour, and
meet with the Vestry. Please
mark your calendars for that
very special event.

St. Thomas Book Group
The St. Thomas Book Group
will resume their monthly
meetings on Thursday, January
27 at 1:30 pm in the Parish
Library with virtual access for
those participating from home.
Currently members are reading West with Giraffes
by Lynda Rutledge to prepare for the January
gathering with Saundra Murray leading the
discussion. New members are always welcome to
enjoy the lively sharing of some great reads.
The members have considered an interesting
collection of books selected for 2022 that focus on
the calendar of official observances for each month.
Looking ahead, the February selection is The
Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead. If you
are unable to attend the monthly meetings, consider
reading along for your own enlightenment.

Merriam-Webster's dictionary defines sabbatical as
a "period of time during which someone does not
work at his or her job in order to rest, travel, do
research, etc." The term comes from Sabbath, a
Biblical concept. In Genesis (2:2) we are told that
on the seventh day God rested from all the work
God had done in making the heavens and the earth.
In Exodus (20:8), we are told to "remember the
Sabbath day and keep it holy." That is, we are to
devote one-seventh of our time to rest. The concept
is so important that it becomes one of the Ten
Commandments, those blessings from God that
mark us as God's people.
In our contemporary world, it is common for
teachers, professors, and clergy to receive sabbatical
time as part of their compensation package. Rev.
Ann's Letter of Agreement with the parish, which
she signed when she was called to St. Thomas in
2017, outlined the terms of her work and leave,
including sabbatical leave. Clergy sabbaticals are
also required by the diocese.
Accordingly, Rev. Ann will be eligible for a twelveweek sabbatical in the spring of 2023. Her
sabbatical will be funded partially by her, partially
by the diocese, and partially by the parish. The
parish’s portion will be particularly important to
funding clergy coverage for Sunday services while
she is gone. Therefore, the Vestry has established a
sabbatical fund and is requesting contributions from
parishioners. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.
In Christ,
Sue Colvin, Senior Warden

Morning Prayer
Beginning Sunday, January 9, Morning Prayer will
be offered at 8 a.m. on the second and fourth
Sundays of the month at St. Thomas. This is in
addition to our 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist, which will
continue to take place every Sunday. Offering
Morning Prayer is an experiment which we hope
will meet the needs of parishioners desiring an early
morning service.
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Grace Notes

During the Advent season grace was enjoyed at St.
Thomas with the presence of eight delightful
children who were busy and comfortable in church.
Our youngest parishioners participated in the
lighting of the Advent wreath and reading the
Advent prayers. They made ornaments for the
narthex tree in Sunday school; decorated the
narthex Christmas tree and arranged the altar
nativity scene during the greening of the church;
practiced for the Christmas pageant and then
presented their loving version of the Christmas
story. These are moments of grace that brought
smiles to the faces of the older parishioners, but for
the children, these are memories that will endure for
a lifetime and remind them of the warm embrace of
a faith community.
We pray that our St. Thomas children will continue
to know such grace as they grow and move on in
life. Perhaps they will return with their own
children, as some have done, or they will find new
faith communities. May they always know and
reflect God’s grace.

Mason and Lucy Duer, Jack Colvin and Emily
Hente setting up the nativity scene with Dale
Bixler providing loving supervision.

Harlan and Lottie Rohde served as narrators for the
children’s pageant. Sofia Garcia as Mary.

Left – Christopher and Emily Hente decorating the
narthex tree; Right – Sofia Garcia handing out the
decorations for the tree.
The pageant cast: (from left to right: Mason Duer,
Sofia Garcia, Tilda Rohde, Lucy Duer, Emily Hente,
Christopher Hente and Eli and Lucy Fisher
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And then the Committee sent $450 each to
Episcopal Relief and Development for tornado
relief and to Heifer International. There is still some
money left over in the Outreach fund in case of
emergency. Many, many thanks to you for your
generosity!

More pageant moments ~

Sunday School

The Nativity – and the Star proclaimed, “Behold the
light of the world.”

And of course, no
stable is complete
without mice,
portrayed by
Lori’s littles, Eli
and Lucy Fisher.

Outreach

The Sunday School teachers
and students were able to
resume in person learning,
sharing, crafting and faith
inspired participation this past
fall and all look forward to the
winter term. Judy Wilson,
Holly Spruance and Dallis Rhode will be rotating
the teaching assignments with Cindy Jensen
available for substituting and Sue Colvin facilitating
with the Episcopal curriculum guide and lessons
plans.
It has been a joy to have our youngest parishioners
back in church to add their voices in song and
prayer. This is a devoted little band - Christopher
and Emily Hente, Mason and Lucy Duer, Sofia
Garcia, Tilda Rohde and now Eli and Lucy Fisher.
They brighten our services and love sharing in the
goodies during the coffee hour. And most
importantly, they are essential to the future of our
faith community.

Thanks to you, the
parishioners of St. Thomas,
the Outreach Committee was
able to fund three important
projects in December. First,
parishioners purchased and
en
in our50Head
Start for the children in our Head
packed
sweatsuits
program.
Start program.
Winter weather at GrassRoots brought a total of
about 10 inches of snow to the Garden. With the
efforts, energy and advanced preparations for many
garden participants and staff, the Garden and its
structures remained safe and sound.
In preparation prior to snowfall, the shade cloth was
removed from the Shade House, so snow and ice
would not stick to the fabric and accumulate weight
that could cause a collapse. Similarly, the white
Continued on page 6

Linda Whitehead and Holly Spruance assisted
with the packing of sweatsuit gifts for the Head
Start children.

5

Continued from page 5

canopies were removed from their framings. For the
possibility of continuing to harvest peppers growing
in a greenhouse throughout January, the pepper
beds were covered with three layers of Reemay row
cover, as well as plastic sheeting. All greenhouses
were closed up tightly to maintain as much warmth
as possible through the cold days and nights. Water
lines, both city and well, were drained so no water
pipe would break. Freeze sensitive herbs in the
Herb Garden were covered. An additional small
shelter was set up over the cat feeding place to
provide shelter for the garden cats from the weather
while eating and to insure dry cat food.
The first round of snowfall Christmas night and the
next day brought 5 to 6 inches of heavy wet
snow. A hardy and courageous garden storm crew
worked in shifts December 26th from 8:30 to 4:00
thumping the insides of greenhouse roofs to loosen
packed snow, then pulling snow from the outside
using long handled brooms and an extender rake.
Throughout the day, as the greenhouse roofs
became clear, more heavy, wet snow kept falling
requiring continual snow removal. Though a
challenging and exhausting undertaking, working
together, we were successful in keeping all
structures safe and standing.

Carrot Harvest Day 2021 was a wonderful fun
success! Though the day was blustery and rainy,
about 50 garden participants and family members
attended. Many were young children. Eighteen
prices were awarded for categories of the biggest
(heaviest), longest and most unique. First and
second runner ups and ties added to the number of
prizes awarded. The longest carrot was 12 inches.
The winning biggest carrot was a forked carrot
looking like 2 large carrots connecting at the top. It
weighed 2 pounds 7 ounces. This year’s impressive
carrot crop had many carrots 2 pounds or more! We
celebrated our 2021 season while enjoying carrot
ginger soup, fresh veggies and hummus, carrot cake
and other carrot desserts, hot chocolate and warm
crusty Metropol bread. It was a lovely close to a
challenging year and good time was had by all!

The second night of snowfall brought an additional
4 to 5 inches to GrassRoots, though only 1
additional inch elsewhere in town. Fortunately, this
extra snow was dryer and fluffier than the previous
day’s and slid off the roofs with the accumulated
warmth from the inside of the greenhouses. Only
the open-ended House Shade and a greenhouse with
a flatter roof and older plastic needed extra effort to
make the added snow slide off.
Our heartfelt thanks to our GrassRoots Garden
winter storm crew: Dick Mombell, Susan
Masbaums, Zijie(pronounced Zay Jay)Meng, Karen
and Tim Fiedler, Jen Anonia, Marla Havens, Jenelle
and Reighly Boyd, and Emily Evans. We couldn’t
have done it without them!
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Winter hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
from 9 to 4. GrassRoots Garden is located at 1465
Coburg Road across from Safeway, behind St.
Thomas Episcopal Church. For more information,
contact Merry Bradley
at merrybradley@yahoo.com or 458-221-0652.

Reflections

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.
I Corinthians 13:13

It is incomprehensible for me to think of living
without faith, for it is faith that fuels hope and the
certainty of God’s love for us – love that ignites our
capacity for the caring concern for one another.
Faith, hope and love has sustained us during nearly
two years of a pandemic that has raged across the
globe, natural and manmade disasters that have
tragically impacted the lives of so many,
heartbreaking personal losses of loved ones, and
civil discord and unrest that has only heightened our
anxieties.
With these heavy concerns it has been difficult to
celebrate during Christmas and New Year's. But
celebrate we must! Perhaps not as we once did, but
rather to reassert our confidence in faith, hope and
love. Embrace what matters – the joy of giving; the
comfort in the company of those we hold dear; the
satisfaction of caring for others who may need our
assistance; the delight in seeing the excitement of
children. Listening to the heart-swelling refrains of
Christmas music became a deliberate and daily
practice to quiet those feelings of distress. The quiet
contemplation made it possible once again to
experience the wonder of God’s most gracious gift –
the coming of Emmanuel, the light of the world.

With faith there is always light, the promise of hope
and the assurance of God’s love for us – a love that
inspires us to love unconditionally.

Remember …

We are so fortunate to have the opportunity to safely
worship in person at St. Thomas while still having
the viable option of attending services virtually. The
diocese has followed the Oregon Health Authority
guidelines and Rev. Ann has thoughtfully guided us
in adhering to those protocols while still enjoying a
fulfilling worship experience. With the continuing
concerns presented by COVID variants, we must
maintain our attention to public health protocols by
wearing masks, practicing social distancing,
washing our hands and using the hand sanitizers
provided in each pew, and when possible limiting
seating in our pews to family members. It is
especially important that masks fit securely.
It has been nearly two years that we have dealt with
the impact of the pandemic and the resulting
restrictions on our lives. But we at St. Thomas have
been resilient and considerate in our response. Our
loving faith community is the example that will be
the way forward.

January Birthdays
5
6
11
27
30

Kelly Phillippi
Dallis Rohde
Gary Jensen
Duncan Murray
Russ Duer

January Anniversaries
1

Mike and Lauri Watkins

Schedule for January
Sunday Morning Worship:
10:00 am In-person Worship & Eucharist
Or access the live streamed service at
https://www.facebook.com/st.thomas.eugene/.

See the attached calendar for scheduled
activities, meetings and events.
Committee reports and articles for the Beacon are
welcome. Please submit in a WORD document, New
Times and 12 font, single spaced. Send email
attachment to Cindy Jensen at LAJotKDK@aol.com by
the 25th of the month.
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