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From the Rector’s Desk

A few days ago, I received in my email inbox a missive from Fr. Richard
Rohr. Richard Rohr is a Franciscan priest of the New Mexico Province and
founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation (CAC) in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. | receive his daily meditations and have read several of his
books. His teaching is grounded in the Franciscan alternative orthodoxy—
practices of contemplation and self-emptying, expressing itself in radical
compassion, particularly for the socially marginalized. For this issue of The
Beacon, | would like to share with you what he wrote:

Some simple but urgent guidance to get us through these next months.

| awoke on Saturday, September 19, with three sources in my mind for
guidance: Etty Hillesum (1914 — 1943), the young Jewish woman who
suffered much more injustice in the concentration camp than we are suffering
now; Psalm 62, which must have been written in a time of a major oppression
of the Jewish people; and the Irish Poet, W.B.Yeats (1865 — 1939), who wrote
his “Second Coming” during the horrors of the World War I and the Spanish
Flu pandemic.

These three sources form the core of my invitation. Read each one slowly as
your first practice. Let us begin with Etty:

There is a really deep well inside me. And in it dwells God. Sometimes | am
there, too ... And that is all we can manage these days and also all that really
matters: that we safeguard that little piece of You, God, in ourselves.

—Etty Hillesum, Westerbork transit camp

Note her second-person usage, talking to “You, God” quite directly and
personally. There is a Presence with her, even as she is surrounded by so
much suffering.

Then, the perennial classic wisdom of the Psalms:
In God alone is my soul at rest.

God is the source of my hope.

In God | find shelter, my rock, and my safety.

Men are but a puff of wind,

Men who think themselves important are a delusion.
Put them on a scale,

They are gone in a puff of wind.

—Psalm 62:5-9 Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

What could it mean to find rest like this in a world
such as ours? Every day more and more people are
facing the catastrophe of extreme weather. The
neurotic news cycle is increasingly driven by
[leaders] whose words and deeds incite hatred, sow
discord, and amplify the daily chaos. The pandemic
that seems to be returning in waves continues to
wreak suffering and disorder with no end in sight,
and there is no guarantee of the future in an
economy designed to protect the rich and powerful
at the expense of the poor and those subsisting at
the margins of society.

It’s no wonder the mental and emotional health
among a large portion of the American population is
in tangible decline! We have wholesale abandoned
any sense of truth, objectivity, science or religion in
civil conversation; we now recognize we are living
with the catastrophic results of several centuries of
what philosophers call nihilism or post-

modernism (nothing means anything, there are no
universal patterns).

We are without doubt in an apocalyptic time (the
Latin word apocalypsis refers to an urgent unveiling
of an ultimate state of affairs). Yeats’ oft-quoted
poem “The Second Coming” then feels like a direct
prophecy. See if you do not agree:

Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.

Somehow our occupation and vocation as believers
in this sad time must be to first restore the Divine
Center by holding it and fully occupying it
ourselves. If contemplation means anything, it
means that we can “safeguard that little piece of
You, God,” as Etty Hillesum describes it. What
other power do we have now? All else is tearing us
apart, inside and out, no matter who wins the
election or who is on the Supreme Court. We cannot
abide in such a place for any length of time or it will
become our prison.

God cannot abide with us in a place of fear.

God cannot abide with us in a place of ill will or
hatred.

God cannot abide with us inside a nonstop volley of
claim and counterclaim.

God cannot abide with us in an endless flow of
online punditry and analysis.

God cannot speak inside of so much angry noise
and conscious deceit.

God cannot be found when all sides are so far from
“the Falconer.”

God cannot be born except in a womb of Love.

So offer God that womb.

God cannot abide with us in a place of fear.

God cannot abide with us in a place of ill will or
hatred.

God cannot abide with us inside a nonstop volley of
claim and counterclaim.

God cannot abide with us in an endless flow of
online punditry and analysis.

God cannot speak inside of so much angry noise
and conscious deceit.

God cannot be found when all sides are so far from
“the Falconer.”

God cannot be born except in a womb of Love.

So offer God that womb.

Stand as a sentry at the door of your senses for these
coming months, so “the blood-dimmed tide” cannot
make its way into your soul. If you allow it for too
long, it will become who you are, and you will no
longer have natural access to the “really deep well”
that Etty Hillesum returned to so often and that held
so much vitality and freedom for her.

If you will allow, I recommend for your spiritual
practice for the next four months that you
impose a moratorium on exactly how much news
you are subject to—hopefully not more than an
hour a day of television, social media, internet
news, magazine and newspaper commentary,
and/or political discussions. It will only tear you
apart and pull you into the dualistic world of
opinion and counter-opinion, not Divine Truth,
which is always found in a bigger place.

Instead, | suggest that you use this time for some
form of public service, volunteerism, mystical
reading from the masters, prayer—or,

preferably, all of the above.
Continued on page 3



Continued from page 2
You have much to gain now and nothing to lose.
Nothing at all.
And the world—with you as a stable
center—nhas nothing to lose.
And everything to gain.

Richard Rohr, September 19, 2020

Peace and many blessings,
Gn )t

St. Thomas Preschool

Early in September,
parishioners received a letter
from Senior Warden Sue
Colvin and Rector Ann
Gaillard announcing that the
Vestry had decided that the St.
Thomas Preschool would not
reopen for the 2020-21 school
year. This was a heartbreaking
decision for us, painstakingly

made after careful consideration of the Preschool’s
proposal for reopening and our assessment of the
risks involved. A decision about reopening in
2021/22 will be made at a later date.

In making this decision, the Vestry’s first concern
was the health and safety of the children and their
families and the staff and their families during this
era of Covid-19. Based on what we’ve seen in
other states where schools reopened in August to in-
person instruction only to close again, we believed
that if we reopened the Preschool it would only be a
matter of time until we would be required to close
again. And just last week, with the increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases in Lane County, schools
that had planned to reopen are now unable to do so.

We were also extremely concerned about the
financial consequences of reopening. With reduced
enrollment and the threat of closure later in the
school year, we didn’t believe the Preschool could
be financially self-sustaining.

That we were not able to approve the Preschool’s
proposal was not intended to reflect on the skills
and dedication of our wonderfully talented and

committed Preschool staff. And we recognized that
the Preschool has been part of the church for over
50 years and that even a temporary closure will be
painful to those with fond memories of their own
children attending Preschool or kindergarten on the
St. Thomas campus.

We look forward to a time when we can make
decisions about the Preschool without the overlay of
Covid-19 concerns. v
J
. L

Endowment News £ ‘“ A

Your Endowment Fund — How It Works

What happens when you send a gift to The St.
Thomas Endowment Fund? Let’s take a look...

You probably mail or drop off a check at the Church
office. Donna then emails me that it’s there. I
deposit it in our Columbia Bank account. We keep
enough cash there to cover expenses and avoid
paying monthly fees. Right now, our balance is
$5,884.01.

When our Columbia Bank balance exceeds what we
need to keep on hand we send a check for the
excess amount to Oregon Community Foundation
(“OCF”), which deposits it into our investment
portfolio.

We can choose between two OCF portfolios: the
Main Investment Pool and the Social Impact Pool.
In 2018 our comparison of historical returns
revealed that the Social Impact Pool does better, so
we moved our funds into it. We did this not for
ideological reasons, but just to get better returns.

As of June 30 our Fund balance at OCF was
$178,498.70.

Do you prefer to give anonymously? If so, just give
your check to Rev. Gaillard or me and the source of
your gift will remain confidential.

That’s how our Endowment Fund works. If you
have questions please bring them to Rev. Ann, any
member of our Board, or me.

Duncan Murray. Chair



The Ordination of Jackee Martinez

Jackee Martinez, our Deacon Ordinand who did her
field placement with us during the spring and most
of the summer, was ordained to the diaconate on
September 22. Jackee did her field placement under
very trying circumstances. She had only been with
us for a few weeks when COVID hit and we had to
move our services on-line. Jackee was indefatigable
making masks last spring for anyone who needed
them and making and sending cards to parishioners.
And she participated in our Zoom services and met
regularly by phone and Zoom with Deacon Mike
and Rev. Ann. Jackee handled this very unusual
field placement experience with grace.

Diocesan Representation

At the September 27 meeting of the Central
Convocation, St. Thomas parishioner Mary Adams
was elected as lay representative to the Diocesan
Council for a two-year term. She will join Rev. Ann
on the Council. Congratulations, Mary!

St. Thomas Book Group

The St. Thomas Book Group was able to meet in
the parish hall for their September 24" meeting,
their first in-person meeting since February. Masks
were in place, social distancing was observed, and
the exterior doors were kept open for cross-
ventilation, all while sharing impressions of The
Red Address Book by Sofia Lundberg. Ten
members participated. The next meeting on October
22 will be in-person again, but the format will be
expanded to include members who would prefer to
attend virtually. The new video equipment in the
parish hall makes this possible. This equipment was
installed this summer thanks to a grant from the
Diocese. During the month of October members
will be submitting recommendations for the 2021
reading list. In November they will vote on 11 titles
to read in the upcoming year. The October selection
is The Dutch House by Ann Patchett.




Sunday School
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Our St. Thomas Sunday School children — Emily
and Christopher Hente, Mason and Lucy Duer,
Tilda Rhode and Sofia Garcia — were kept busy this
summer with the weekly packets prepared and
mailed by the Sunday School teachers. With the
school year beginning with hybrid instructional
formats, these family households are focused on
supporting the necessary distance learning and
reliance on instruction via Zoom. The Sunday
School teachers are sensitive to this circumstance,
so until we can meet again in our St. Thomas
Sunday School class, the teachers will reduce the
number of activity packets sent each month. Later
in the fall Rev. Ann will prepare recorded readings
and lessons for the children to view online. We are
committed to raising our youngest parishioners in
the light of Christ as they learn to share His love.

GrassRoots Garden

The 2020 growing season has been full of
adventures and adjustments, the latest being
wildfire smoke and extremely hazardous air

quality. This resulted in GrassRoots Garden staff

and Garden participants not being able to be at
the Garden for a one-and-a-half-week period
during peak harvest season. While we were
trapped indoors, we were concerned about the
crops that were coming due and needing to be

picked. Fortunately, when the air cleared and we

were able to return to GrassRoots, we were able
to draw upon many that had been participating
with us in a week and a half period to quickly
catch up on our harvest. Within a few days,

tomatoes, zucchini, cucumbers, lettuce, peppers,
potatoes, and chard all got harvested in quick
order and in mass quantities. Zucchini set a
record for most zucchini ever harvested at once-
-just under 1,300 pounds, many very large due
to being on the vine so long. FOOD for Lane
County was still happy to receive them, which
allowed us to clear the plants and reboot their
growth and production.

With rains occurring, this helped clear the
smoke, but also brought the potential of tomato
blight or tomatoes cracking, causing them not to
ripen fully without rotting. Again, with the rapid
response, we decided to harvest all our outside
tomatoes, even the green ones, which would
ripen indoors off the vine. For these tomatoes
harvested green--their flavor, texture, and
consistency--will be the best that they could be.
With day lengths shortening, the fruit wouldn’t
have matured much more, and the cooler night
temperatures would have affected the flavor and
texture; moreover, we simply didn’t want to risk
the crop. By our expedient picking, we were
able to save virtually all of the crop, plus by
clearing the vines, we were able to avert the
possibility of fungal tomato blight on the site.
Since we have tomatoes espaliered in one of the
greenhouses protected under cover, we will still
have the advantage of a later harvest as well.

All in all, though the wildfire smoke and its
aftermath was an intense experience, we had an
extremely fortunate and productive outcome.
Another challenging yearly event ultimately
played out positively, and we continue on.

Fall Garden hours: closed to the public until
further notice. For more information, contact
Merry Bradley: 541-484-7144,
merrybradley(@yahoo.com.



Outreach

When we heard about the wildfires and the damage
done to structures, people, property, forests and all
that dwell there, we were left stunned and bereft.
Then we heard about the hundreds of evacuees in
shelters and the scores of volunteers trying to help
by setting up soup kitchens, food carts and pantries.
Most of us were moved by the desire to do
something to help.

I heard from a friend who is a local chef and caterer
who had been preparing meals at the shelters as
well as delivering groceries. | told her the St.
Thomas Outreach Ministry would contact our
congregation to see if we could get some donations.
We sent out an e-mail on Friday, September 11th
antithe donations came pouring in on Monday the
14,

The generosity of the people of St. Thomas was
overwhelming. We were also helped in our efforts
by the lavish donations from the members of the
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection. Thank you,
Deacon Lauri Watkins and thank you Deacon Mike
for passing the word along!

As you can see by the pictures, we ended up with
two cars full of groceries and paper products as well
as $760 in cash that was donated to United Way,
$100 given to Food for Lane County and another
$145 in gift certificates. It was an amazing and
inspirational afternoon.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.

| can honestly say that we were met with nothing
but cheerful givers. People grateful for the chance
to do something, to try to make a difference to
others in distress. It was a wonderful reminder of
the good there is in all of us.

There are no words to express adequately the
gratitude of the Outreach Ministry. We are blessed
to have you in our lives and in our hearts.

With love,
Lindy Moore




Grace Notes
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There is grace in poetry — the rhyme or rhythm, the
simplicity of the words capable of evoking powerful
emotions or thoughtful introspection. Rev. Ann
shared this poem that captures the images of a
waning summer dissolving into the warm glow of
autumn and perhaps so much more for each reader.

Roses, Late Summer- Mary Oliver

What happens

to the leaves after

they turn red and golden and fall
away? What happens

to the singing birds

when they can't sing

any longer? What happens
to their quick wings?

Do you think there is any
personal heaven

for any of us?

Do you think anyone,

the other side of that darkness,
will call to us, meaning us?
Beyond the trees

the foxes keep teaching their children

to live in the valley.

So they never seem to vanis they are always there
in the blossom of light

that stands up every morning

in the dark sky.

And over one more set of hills,

along the sea,

the last roses have opened their factories of
sweetness

and are giving it back to the world.
If I had another life

| would want to spend it all on some
unstinting happiness.

| would be a fox, or a tree
full of waving branches.

| wouldn't mind being a rose
in a field of roses.

Fear has not yet occurred to them, nor ambition.
Reason they have not yet thoght of.

Neither do they ask how long they must be roses, and
then what.

Or any other foolish question.

In Memoriam

We grieve the passing of Jeff
Knowlton, a long-time
dedicated St. Thomas
parishioner who only recently

returned to Eugene having lived for the past several
years in Virginia. Jeff endured a long battle with
pancreatic cancer. It was his wish to be interned in a
niche in the St. Thomas Columbarium. A private
service for family will be held at St. Thomas on
Saturday, October 3 at 2:00 pm. The service will be
live-streamed and can be viewed on the St. Thomas
FaceBook page.

Celebrations .
October Birthdays A .- . ‘B
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15 Sandra Bristow (/ ’:'* v

)
October Anniversaries N—

1 David and Kelly Phillippi



Reflections

The news of the closing of St. Thomas Preschool
for the 2020/2021 school year due to COVID
restrictions was received by our family with
considerable sadness. Our three children all
attended the preschool and our youngest benefitted
from three years there when the kindergarten class
was added. Two of our grandchildren have also
experienced the wonderful early childhood
enrichment program at St. Thomas. Lucy Duer was
the last St. Thomas parish family member to attend
the preschool. When her mother told her that she
would not be able to go back for her third year as a
participant in the Pre-K class, Lucy tearfully
responded, “But I didn’t get to say goodbye to my
friends.”

But I didn t get to say goodbye. My heart wrenched
when Katrina told me how upset Lucy was about
this drastic change in her five-year-old plans and
expectations. This is a scenario that is playing out
again and again in this time of uncertainty — the
long period of recommended social distancing; the
concerns for vulnerable populations; the anxiety in
a public health crisis; the profound impact of
weather-related disasters; the unfathomable losses.
Is it possible to take care of our business? Can we
keep from getting sick, or protect our loved ones
from getting sick? Is there time to gather our
necessary stuff? And what “stuff” is important?
Will we see our home again, or will we have a
home? Is it possible to say goodbye, to have
satisfying closure? So many questions and so much
uncertainty only adds to the sense of despair.

Perhaps the best response is to simplify, to turn to
the most basic tenant of our faith — love. If there is
any good that has come from the catastrophic fires
that have raged through our beautiful state, it is the
outpouring of love. A community spirit has

responded with magnanimous generosity and
volunteer support to assist those displaced by the
fires in our region. Similar responses have occurred
elsewhere in the country where hurricanes, floods
and tornadoes have torn lives apart. And let us not
forget the first responders who provide dedicated
service in all these calamities. With so many
disasters to address the demand for assistance will
be ongoing, but the opportunity for renewal can
empower us. Ordinary people are doing
extraordinary things to rebuild lives with hope
fueled by love. The essence of the opportunity for
renewal is more than rebuilding homes, businesses,
communities. It is working together side by side
with people who may think differently or look
differently from us, but together building bridges of
respect and understanding. It is an opportunity to
live a life inspired by love, to demonstrate caring
consideration for the needs of all people. It is an
opportunity to answer God’s call to be our better
selves. And in doing so, we can say hello to a new
tomorrow.

Schedule for October

Sunday Morning Worship: Access anytime at
https://www.facebook.com/st.thomas.eugene/.

Sunday Coffee Hour following the
Zoom service
Facebook.com/st.thomas.eugene/

Committee reports and articles for the Beacon are
welcome. Please submit to Cindy Jensen at
LAJotKDK@aol.com by the 25" of the month.
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