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A message from the Senior Warden
In January 2021, Bishop Michael Hanley will retire from the Diocese of
Oregon and a new bishop will be ordained. To prepare for this transition, a
committee was appointed to plan events that would introduce the Diocese to
the candidates and the candidates to the Diocese. The continued threat of
COVID-19 has required some adjustments to the traditional format for these
events, but I can report that plans have been developed for both the Walkabout
and Electing Convention that are compliant with distancing and gathering
guidelines. As a member of the Transition Committee, I’m pleased to share
these plans with you.
Bishop Candidate Walkabout: August 9-15
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All four candidates will travel to Oregon, as candidates have done in the past,
but once they arrive, their in-person exposure to members of the Diocese will
be strictly controlled. The candidates will take part in question and answer
events at five different locations in the diocese, including St. Thomas.
Because of the limit on indoor gatherings in effect at this time, these sessions
will be limited to 10 persons including the four candidates, a moderator and a
timekeeper. We know that this is disappointing to many in the Diocese but
remain hopeful that most people will understand the need to abide by State
mandates and protect all four candidates as well as the people of the Diocese.
To take the place of in-person attendance, all five events will be live streamed
so that we may all participate virtually. In addition, simultaneous Spanish
translation will be offered for some of the sessions. More information about
accessing these videos will be available on the Diocesan website (see the
webpage address below).
In addition to the question and answer events, the candidates will participate
in a small number of informal, in-person conversations with small groups
around the diocese. They will also each be featured in a 45-minute, in-depth
interview to be filmed and made available in the week following the
Walkabout.
Electing Convention: August 29
Our Electing Convention will be a virtual convention – another “first” for the
Diocese. In the past, delegates
and voting
clergy
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1 have assembled in one
location to vote. Given COVID-19, this is no longer possible, nor is an earlier 1
plan to disperse the convention to 17 polling sites around the diocese.
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Voting delegates, alternates, and clergy will receive
further instructions by email as August 29th
draws near.
As in the past, clergy and delegates will ballot until
our next bishop is elected. At the successful
conclusion of voting, we hope to be greeted by the
newly elected bishop, electronically.
In conclusion, I would ask your prayers for the four
candidates and their families; for the delegates and
clergy who will be voting for the next bishop; for
the Transition Committee; and for Bishop Hanley
and his wife as they open a new chapter in their
lives.
With my best wishes to all of you,
Sue Colvin
To stay informed about the process, go to:
https://www.oregonbishopsearch.org/.

News of Reverend Ann

Endowment News
Time to Look Ahead
Last month I wrote that the day will come when life
returns to normal and we don’t “cringe at the
thought of seeing that month end financial
statement.” Now we’re a month closer to that happy
day!
I also predicted that when that day dawns we’d
“turn once again to supporting The St. Thomas
Endowment Fund.” Today I’ll share with you an
idea to consider between now and then.
Giving monthly is easy – once you don’t have to
remember to do it, write a check, then address,
stamp and mail the envelope. And now you don’t
have to.
A service such as Bill Pay will take the hassle out of
your monthly donation by teaming with your bank
or credit union to do all this for you.
The service you choose subtracts the amount of
your gift from your checking account, writes a
check and sends it to The Endowment Fund. It’s just
that easy. One generous parish family already does
this.

Ann has graciously kept the parish informed of her
health situation, treatment and care. It is good that
she is taking the time to rest and follow the
treatment guidelines of her medical team. Her St.
Thomas family will continue to hold her up in
prayer while each of us attends to our respective
parish support activities. And of course, we will
joyously welcome Rev. Ann’s return once she is
well and ready.

I hope you’ll give this some thought. Then, when
the time is right, we can talk further about it. Until
then, have a good summer and, most important of
all, stay safe!
Duncan Murray, Chair

In Memoriam

We are saddened by the loss of two St. Thomas
parishioners, Jackie Nelson and Julia Keizur. We
pray for their eternal rest and offer condolences to
their families and loved ones.
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Ordination of
Ryan Baker-Fones

On Saturday, June 27 Ryan Baker-Fones was
ordained. This was a great occasion and though our
current health crisis required that in person
attendance be limited to family and clergy, the
service was live streamed for viewing by members
of St. Thomas and the greater community. Though
the event was originally planned for a service in
May at the cathedral in Portland, re-locating the
service to St. Thomas was fitting as the St. Thomas
parish family has faithfully sponsored Ryan.
Congratulations and loving good wishes to Ryan
and his family as he expands his ministry.
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Sunday School

The Outreach Ministry would like to thank all of
you who so generously donated to us in the past
month. Because of your gifts, we were able to
deliver over $300 worth of food to the “Summer
Support Drive.” This drive was sponsored by the
Eugene Education Foundation and Eugene District
4J. The supplies are for the many 4J families in
need of food stability.
For the summer months, the Foundation has the use
of the Arts & Technology Academy, located at 1650
West 22nd Avenue. They are always in need of
cereals, oatmeal, canned fruits, canned vegetables,
nut butters and jellies, pasta sauce, masa flour, allpurpose cleaners, wipes, disinfectant sprays and
diapers. You can also donate to the Student Needs
Now Fund at www.eeflane.org.

The Sunday School teachers are continuing their
efforts to reach our St. Thomas’ youngest
parishioners with weekly mailings including a Bible
story with related activities and crafts to complete
relatively independently. This wonderful effort
reminds our children that despite the challenges of
our current health crisis, the Lord is watching over
them and guiding them to walk in His path of love.

Thank you again for your kindness and your caring
hearts during this chaotic and difficult time.
With my sincere blessings,
Lindy Moore, Secretary

Above – Sample of a craft project provided by teacher Holly
Spruance; Below – Christopher and Emily Hente busy with a
Sunday School lesson received in the mail.

St. Thomas Book Group

After trying a virtual meeting in June, the St.
Thomas Book Group met outside on the grounds of
St. Thomas for their July gathering. Of course,
social distancing and masking was practiced, but
this group of avid readers enjoyed being together
again as they discussed their selected book for July
– The Women in Black by Madeleine St. John. The
gathering was such a success that they intend to
meet again on the St. Thomas grounds where they
can enjoy safely distancing while discussing the
August selection – A Woman is No Man by Etaf
Rum. Saundra Murray is the hostess for the 2:00 pm
gathering on August 27. All interested readers are
welcome.

Mason and
Lucy Duer
enjoying a
craft activity
provided in
one of the
weekly
lessons.

GrassRoots Garden Happenings
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Receptions for
Bishop Hanley
The Eugene area
celebration will be held at
St. Matthew’s Church,
4110 River Rd.
St. Matthew’s is located
two mile north of Beltline
Rd. on the left.
Attendance slots are for one hour from 1 to 4 PM on
the 22nd of August, limit of 25 per hour.
Please reserve your spot for one of the listed hours
1 to 2, 2 to 3, or 3 to 4 PM. This will be open house
style with attendees expected to stay only one
hour. To make a reservation, emailTerri Hoffmann@web-ster.com or call- 503-9824825. You will receive confirmation by return email
or phone, so please list your contact preference with
your reservation request in order to facilitate Terri
in getting back to you with your notice of
confirmation. All those attending will be on a
confirmation list at the door.
This occasion will be held out of doors and requires
a mask and maintaining a distance of 6 feet from
everyone except someone sharing your residence;
this is according to current law on gatherings held.
It is for safety from spreading the current
illness. Depending on the number of reported
illnesses this could change at any time.
Gifts--- a small table will provide space to leave
gifts for the Hanleys. There will be a Bishop’s
purse for $ contributions on the table. (Red and
Gold – bag on the table.) A gift of good wine is
also acceptable. The Hanleys have a new wine
cooler recently gifted to them. Beverage bottles can
be placed on the table or under it if the table is full.
If you plan to attend, please get your reservation in
early.

Grace Notes

In the July edition a new feature was introduced,
and it is hoped that future issues will include the
grace notes shared by members of the St. Thomas
family. That first message captured a moment of
grace, but in sharing that moment others were
reminded of the grace they have witnessed by
parishioners who give selflessly.
We are not able to be present in our church building
during this time when social distancing is required,
but it is impossible not to think of that lovely space
where we worship together. There are features that
are so identified with St. Thomas --- the stained and
etched glass windows, the beautiful crosses artfully
crafted by Jim Hall, the quilted banners created by
former parishioners, the handsomely appointed
library gifted to the parish by Fran Warren, the
grounds meticulously maintained by many
industrious hands, the kitchen where faithful
members prepare and serve the meals we have
enjoyed together, the outreach activities that bring
St. Thomas Church to the community. The list is
long, but the images remind us of the gifts of so
many who have passed on, moved on or remain
quietly gracious in our midst.
The acts of grace in our family of faith touches our
hearts and inspires our own actions. This is truly an
example of the habits of grace to which Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry refers in his weekly online
messages. Grace that inspires grace is grace
magnified. It is a reflection of the many ways we
show love for our St. Thomas family, our house of
worship, our community, our neighbors. As God
blesses us with His grace, we are gifted with the
capacity to reflect His grace by practicing habits of
grace.
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound…and the
moments experienced, the remembrances recalled,
the acts witnessed, the doing in His name.
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GrassRoots Garden Happenings
Bird Netting:
The Blueberry
Patch Gets a
New Cover

The long-awaited Blueberry Patch is settling into
its third year with ripening blueberries galore. To
ensure the Blueberry Patch did not just become a
feast for the crows and other birds, an elegant
pipe structure with bird netting has been
installed. Thanks to the engineering and efforts
of Master Gardener Jim Rundall and community
participant Greg Dasso, the structure and netting
are not only functional, but incredibly sleek and
beautiful. The design creates a huge room where
you can walk into the room and walk among the
plants unencumbered to pick and to graze.
Instead of covering each row individually, the
whole blueberry patch is enclosed. With upper
cross bracing pipes angled to the outside, there’s
no possibility of people bumping their heads.
Because it’s made of metal pipe, it will not rot.
And because it was spray painted black, it
disappears into the landscape in the background.
With the black bird netting from a distance, and
with the framing, you’re able to look right
through, and what you mainly see are the
maturing blueberry plants. It makes a lovely and
wonderful entrance not only to the Garden, but
to St. Thomas as well. The blueberries have been
ripening and people have been happily grazing
on them and taking them home. We invite any
parishioners from St. Thomas to lift the netting
alongside the filbert tree and enter the blueberry
room to enjoy the blueberries whenever they
like. Once all the blueberries have been ripened
and picked, the bird netting will come down for
the season. By only installing it when the berries
are on and ripening, and storing it when not in
use, the netting should hold up and last for many,
many years to come.

GrassRoots Garden is currently closed to the
public due to the COVID pandemic. For more
information please contact Merry Bradley at
541-484-7144 or merrybradley@yahoo.com.

Hedge Project

The hedge on the north perimeter of the church
property is now gone and as of this printing the
woody base and roots will be ground out. This was
a necessary project to discourage camping and
eliminate the dangerous debris left from vagrants.

August Birthdays
13
14
16
19
23

Lindy Moore
Len Calvert
Judy Wilson
Dan Paulson
Andy Andrist
Katrina Jensen

Baby News

Anne VanDerveer and Joe Konieczka are happy to
announce the birth of a grandchild. Lucy Ryan
Fisher was born Saturday, July 25. She joins her big
brother Eli, and her parents Keith and Lori. All are
home and doing well.
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Reflections

It is with sadness, and also joy, that I have reflected
on the life of a dear friend, David Hansen, who
passed away unexpectedly from complications
during surgery in late June. There are few St.
Thomas parishioners left who would remember
Dave for he and his wife Janis moved to Portland
decades ago. But while sitting in church one cannot
miss the six quilted banners hanging in the
sanctuary. These lovely creations were designed by
Dave, who with a team of needle artists
accomplished the construction and sewing.
Whenever I am in church, I take note of this
comforting reminder of a good and faithful servant.

Schedule for August
Sunday Morning Worship: Access anytime at
https://www.facebook.com/st.thomas.eugene/.

Sunday Coffee Hour following the
Zoom service
Facebook.com/st.thomas.eugene/

We met Dave on our first Sunday at St. Thomas
forty-five years ago when we went to the nursery
after the service to find Dave attending to our infant
daughter. We were so impressed with his kindness
and the fact that this lovely man was doing nursery
duty that we decided to stay. Our daughters went to
St. Thomas Preschool together and became great
friends, so it is with joy that I recall that happy time
in our lives.
Dave was an electrician by trade and did much of
the electrical work in the building that houses the
preschool and once served as parish hall and
Sunday school classrooms.
Dave and Janis resided and worked in Portland until
their girls were married and settled in their own
careers. Janis went on to be ordained as a deacon
and then as a parish priest. A call to service in a
small parish in Sheridan, Montana prompted a move
to the Big Sky country, but we have stayed in touch.
It is especially fitting that there is such a special
reminder of Dave’s faithful spirit residing at St.
Thomas.

Committee reports and articles for the Beacon
are welcome. Please submit to Cindy Jensen at
LAJotKDK@aol.com by the 25th of the month.
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