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From the Rector’s Desk
In one of the gospel readings we will hear in
church later this month, a rich man comes to Jesus
asking, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?" Jesus looks at with him with love and
says, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,
and give the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." When
the rich man hears this, he is shocked and goes
away grieving, for he has many possessions.
Jesus confronts the man with his weakness,
his captivity to possessions that prevents him from
living into the full life of God's kingdom. Money
has spiritual power over him. Jesus wants him to be
free of what is holding him captive.
As we do every fall, our parish is embarking
upon stewardship season, the season in which
parishioners make pledges to support the church
financially in the coming year. As you know, annual
giving to the church is necessary in order for the
Finance Committee, Budget Committee, and Vestry
to develop the annual budget. Let's remind
ourselves of where our money goes.
 Our pledges enable the parish to maintain
our buildings and extensive grounds, so that
not only parishioners can use them, but also
groups like AA, NarAnon, the Community
Counseling Center, the Grassroots Garden,
the St. Thomas Pre-School, Tai Chi and
yoga classes, PEO, the Lions Club, and
other local non-profit groups, as well as
other individuals who come here for
worship and fellowship.
 Our pledges enable us to support the
spiritual growth and Christian education of
our children and adult parishioners. Our
Sunday School may be small, but it is vital.
 Our pledges enable St. Thomas to provide
beautiful and meaningful worship with our
linens, vessels, and vestments; our organ and
piano; and our choir.



Our pledges assist the Outreach Committee
in giving to the Fish Food Pantry, the
Eugene Mission, Heifer International,
Episcopal Relief and Development, and
other missions. Although most of our
Outreach funding comes from separate
donations from parishioners apart from the
budget, there is still an important line item
in our budget for Outreach.
 Our pledges enable us to pay the salaries of
staff members.
Most importantly, pledging is a spiritual
practice. If you or I, like the rich man in the gospel
reading, are in any way held captive by our income
or possessions, pledging is one way of freeing us of
that captivity.
Many of you are already pledging each year.
If you are not, I hope you will consider pledging for
2019. And if you are already giving, I invite you to
increase your giving by any amount, large or small.
After all the pledges are in, our Treasurer, Tom
Whitehead, will report on the percentage of
parishioners who increased their giving from last
year. Even if your pledge grows by just one dollar,
your increase will be part of that reported
percentage. Wouldn't it be wonderful if Tom could
report that 100% of St. Thomas parishioners
increased their giving this year!
On All Saints' Sunday, November 4, we as a
parish family will offer our pledges for 2019 as
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ by placing our
pledge forms in special baskets as we come to the
altar for communion. So in the next few weeks, I
ask you to be in prayer and reflection as you decide
how you will express and practice your Christian
faith by pledging generously to St. Thomas, so that
the parish can continue to participate in the mission
of God for the world.
Peace and many blessings,
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October Birthdays
12
13
15

Marvel Barrett
Ila Holmes
Sandra Bristow

Celebrate Creation
with the
Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 6
10:00 a.m.

October Anniversary
1

Kelly and Dave Phillippi

Bring your beloved critters (leashed or
caged, please) to St. Thomas Episcopal Church
for a blessing to commemorate the Feast of St.
Francis.
Cats, dogs, snakes, elephants, parakeets,
alligators, emus, lizards, chickens, plush toys,
and animals of all stripe and color are welcome
at a special service of blessing and prayers
especially for them.

2018 IRA Charitable Rollover
Have you taken your Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) for 2018? If you are
70 ½ years or older, you can make a
contribution to St. Thomas directly from
your Traditional IRA simply by instructing
your plan administrator to make the
transfer to St. Thomas. You are allowed to
transfer up to $100,000 a year to the
charities of your choice. To learn more
about making a donation from your IRA,
call the church at 541-343-5241 or email at
stthomaschurcheugene@gmail.com
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As many of you know, the Shamrock, from
whom we have been getting our altar flowers for
many years, is closing. As a result, we have been
talking with several other florists about doing the
church's flowers. Our new florist is Eugene Flower
Home, which not only has high quality flowers but is
also giving us the best price among all the other
florists we have spoken with. Unfortunately,
however, even Eugene Flower Home is unable to
match the incredible deal we had with Shamrock,
so as a result the price of our altar flowers has
increased to $55. We regret the increase, but there
were no other options.
If you have already signed up to donate
altar flowers but do not wish to pay $55, please let
Donna Hall know. Again, we are very sorry about
the increase.

Mark your calendars for our
Stewardship brunch potluck on
All Saints’ Sunday, November 4th.
We will have one service at 9:00
with the brunch to follow.

The following are pictures of our
fabulously successful
Murder Mystery Dinner
Held on Friday, September 14th.
As you can see,
a good time was had by all!
Enormous thanks to the core team
who made it all happen: Donna Hall,
Lindy Moore, Debbie Pezzoni,
Diane Landon and Jim Hall.

And to our cast:
Doug Hale
Beverly Jackson
Holly Spruance
Tom Whitehead
Lee Gaillard
Dave Phillippi
Ann Gaillard
John Spruance
Bill Janes
&
Lindy Moore
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If you want to submit an article
for the Beacon, you must get
the information to me before
the 25th of each month for it to
go in the following month.
Thank you!
Lindy Moore, Editor.
lindymoore13@gmail.com
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